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ture and appearance It is constructed of wood The buildings for
the various ministries and other offices of the national government
are equally plain wooden affairs It is only now that the Government
is undertaking to put up more substantial edifices for itself, notably
the Diet Building, which, when completed, will be one of which the
Empire will be proud Until that is ready sometime in 1937, the
Diet will be contented with its present wooden home Japan can
well afford costly things, but it does not seem desirous of indulging
in luxury
The Army and Navy also manifest the spirit of simplicity and
thrift that characterize everything else in the public services and their
inexpensive uniforms and facilities do not seem to affect their efEci
ency or ability to perform their duties or missions The Japanese
soldier today requires less for his support and upkeep than even our
soldier But in lieu of fine uniforms and shining brass buttons, sol-
dier and sailor have demonstrated a morale and a spirit that are the
admiration of the entire world Funds are lavished on the substantial
things and not on those that merely make for fine appearance and
form
Still another thing that characterizes the public services in Japan
is the true spirit of service with which those that serve really serve
the public There is little or nothing of the indifference or arrogance
with which even the most humble person is attended to The spirit
of helpfulness is there whether in a government office or in a restau
rant or store One can always rest assured of courteous and thorough
attention There is perhaps no government today that does more
for its people than that of Japan This attention is reflected in the
achievements of those that get the attention One needs only to
look at business progress, in the expansion of industry, and in the
worldwide sales of Japanese goods to realize the effective service
that the Government renders and the tremendous good that is accom
phshed with that service